Chapter 1: Introduction

I ntent
Theintent of the 2005-2014 White-tailed Deer Planisto,

¢ Convey the Department’sgoal s, and strategiesemployed to achievethosegoals.

e AssstheFishand GameCommissionindeveloping policies, priorities, and directionfor
white-tailed deer management in 1daho.

e Provideoverdl directionto Department staff in devel oping and implementing thestate's
white-tailed deer management program.

e Assg othersindeve oping plansand implementing programsthat support or are
compatiblewith white-tailed deer conservation and management.

e Encourage acooperative approach to addressing white-tailed deer issuesin Idaho.

Thisplanwill remainin effect until revised. Thenext plan revisionisscheduled to becom-

pleted by 2015.

Authority

Thiswhite-tailed deer plan providesthe basisfor |daho’s management of white-tailed
deer asmandated by theWildlife Policy of Idaho and Mission Statement for the Department,
contained in Idaho Code, Section 36-103, which states,
All wildlife, including all wild animals, wild birds, and fish, within the state of Idaho, is
hereby declared to be the property of the state of Idaho. It shall be preserved, pro-
tected, and managed. It shall only be captured or taken at such times or places, under
such conditions, or by such means, or in such a manner, aswill preserve, protect, and
per petuate such wildlife, and provide for the citizens of this state and, as by law per-
mitted to others, continued supplies of such wildlife for hunting, fishing, and trapping.

Consistency with Srategic Planning
Thisplaniscons stent with the Fish and Game Department’ s Strategic Plan, The Com-

pass, including thefollowinggods:
1. Sustain Idaho’s fish and wildlife and the habitats upon which they depend.
Objectives

[J Maintain or improve populations of game speciesto meet the demand for hunting.

[0 Ensurethelong-term persistence of nativefish, wildlife, and plants.

[ Increasethe capacity of habitat to support fish and wildlife.

[ Eliminatetheimpactsof diseeseonfishandwildlifepopulations, livestock, and humans

2. Meet the demand for fish and wildlife recreation.
Objectives
[J Maintain adiversity of fishing, hunting, and trapping recresation.
0 Sustainfishand wildliferecreation on publiclands.
[ Increasethe opportunity for wildlifeviewing and appreciation.
[ Increasethevariety and digtribution of accessto privateland for fishand wildliferecrestion.
[J Maintain broad public support for fish and wildliferecreation and management.

3. Improve public understanding of and involvement in fish and wildlife management.
Objectives

O Improvecitizeninvolvement inthe decis on-making process.

[ Increase publicinvolvement and understanding of 1daho’sfishand wildlifeand their

managemen.




How the Plan was Developed

Revision of the 1998 White-tailed Deer Plan wasinitiated by request of theldaho Fish
and Game CommissioninApril 2003. During May 2003, aWhite-tailed Deer Planning Team
wasformed, including biologistsfrom each regioninthe state. Thisgroup identified issuesin
the management of white-tailed deer in 1daho, and formed aset of questionsto gainthe
public's perspective ontheissues.

During August 2003, asurvey was mailed to 2,000 | daho deer hunters, and 578 rural
landownersto assessopinionson avariety of issuesassociated with white-tailed deer man-
agement. Resultswere analyzed within 3 groups: 1.) huntersfrom the Panhandleand
Clearwater Regions, 2.) huntersfromtheremaining 5Sregions, and 3.) rural landownersfrom
throughout the state. Results of the survey are contained in Appendix 1.

Inadditionto the survey, public opinion onissuesfor plan devel opment was sought
through the Department’ sweb site, at regional scoping meetings December 2003, and big
game season-setting meetings during February 2004. Background information wasthen
summarized from theliterature and from analysisof 1daho data; and genera management
optionsand strategieswere devel oped. During June 2004, management optionsand strate-
gieswere presented to sounding boards made up of white-tailed deer hunters.

Thedraft plan and questionnaire were completed during early September 2004 and
made available on the Department web site beginning mid-September. Public opinion onthe
draft plan (seeAppendix 1) wasthen solicited inthree manners. arandom survey of 2,100
deer hunters, an open web-site questionnaire, and at public meetings during October and
November 2004. The Fish and Game Commission approved this plan on January 20, 2005.

SatewideWhite-tailed Deer Management Goals
1. White-tailed deer will bemanaged for their unique characteristicsand important
significanceasoneof Idaho’ swildliferesources.

2. White-tailed deer populationswill be maintained under natural conditionsinsuitable
habitat.

3. White-talled deer populationswill be managed to minimize depredation problemsand
disease occurrence.

4. |IDFGwill not actively encourage expansion of white-tailed deer in southern I daho.
However, whitetailswill be managed in suitable habitatsin southern |daho where
substantia overlap with mule deer doesnot occur.

5. IDFGwill striveto provideadivergity of hunting opportunity including: long seasons,
concurrent deer and elk hunting, either-sex hunting, and maintaining areasonable
opportunity for mature bucks.

6. IDFGwill exploreopportunitiestoimplement management for higher percentages of
mature bucksin someareas.

IDFG will work withlandownerstoimprovegenerd public hunting accessto privateland.

8. Generd white-tailed deer hunting seasonswill be managed to minimize hunter crowding
and maintainflexibility inavailablehunting locations.

9. Privatelandownersand land management agencieswill be encouraged to accommodate
habitat requirementsfor white-tailed deer.

10. IDFG will devel op abetter understanding of white-tailed deer populationsthroughout |daho.
11. IDFG will improvemonitoring for diseasein white-tailed deer.



